
Romans 8 : 35- 39 
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Barth was a Gen"lan theologian who has been 

a modern "church father , fo r he does belong t o t he' Is - 0 .1. 

t he greatesT Ch r ist ian thinker s of al! t ime . 

In 1962 , 6 yel!l r s be fore his deat h he made his on;/ Ils' ­

t o the United St ~tes . He lect ur ed et Union Theo logl:a: 

~ chool In RIchmond Virginia . Afte r the lect ure he ~:t ~ I +-

t he student s In an In tormal give and take session . E~~n; 

as ked him I t he could summa ri ze his vast theolog ical t~!nk-

Ing and f indi ngs In a f ew sentecnes . The ques· !on ... =5: "',,-= 
'n y-:ur Judgement I s t he essence of t he Chr I st I an f ~: t;... ; " 

Ba rth pa used for a few minutes , as hi s I (st ne r s p :e~= r=: 

for a deep and pro found saaternent . Rat he r del !ber at e! J 

Ba rth answered: "Yes , I can SUlMla rt ze In a f e.-I wor::3 -1 

under st andln9 of The Chr Istian faI t h. Let me put 1.0. t - 's 

way : 'J esus I .... ves. me , t his I know , for t he Bible · e';s ....e 

so ''' . 

Wha- an overwhelming momen t tha~ must have been ... - ~e-~ 

sat t he grea t es t t hinker of t he age exp ressIng his .I. lr;· 

ccncluslon about · he tal t h usIng wor ds he undoubt ed:" -~d 

learned at hIs mother ' s knee ., ... Yet, we know I nsf i ff ', ­

st lnct lve ly · ht 8a~h was r ight . 

\~e ar e rem inded In t he scr ip tu re t o become as 11 ...· ·e 

Chil dren SO t hat we can enter the kingdom . The es sence of 

t he Christian fai t h May be under st or:d In t he s!M:lI ' :I - ",' o ol 



that chi ldhood song . 

I. Jesus loves me, th is I know . I know that Jesus 

loves me . One of the fo remost human needs Is to be loved . 

To hea r the words 'I love you" Is to chase away se If-doubt . 

fea r, and loneliness . To be assured that we are loved cover s 

our failu res and leads to self -acceptance. To be loved , 

' warts and 211 I' Is a blessing . And how much mo re of a 

blessing to be loved by Jesus Christ. Paul tells us that 

noth i ng can separate us from the love of God .. not even death 

nor the powe rs of hell or our fea r s t oday or ou r worries a ­

bout tomorrow . 

All t hr u his lIfe Jesus was saying to peop le , "I love 

you". Thru Chri st , God Is saying the same thing . When 

Ch ri st hea led the s ick , touched the untouchab le , loved the 

unlovab le , he Is saying to us "I love you as I loved them" 

When he endured the Insu lts , the Inju ries , the dis loyaltIes 

of men and women , he Is saying , "Nothing you do wi lt ever 

stop me from loving you". When Judas betrayed him and 

Peter den ied him , he Is say i ng , "nothing wIll stop my loving 

you" . We he was flogged and nailed to the cross he prays : 

"Father , forgive them for they know not what they do". And 

In that prayer he Is say i ng , "You can flog me , you can c rue l 

fy me . Noth i ng you can do to me wIll ever stop my lovIng 

you" . 

And what Jesus says , God says. God Is say i ng It now. 



"I love you" Of that love we can be sure. 
3 

2. For the Bible tel Is me so . The skep+lc says : "how ca" 

you know beyond any doubt that God loves you?" He..,1 r I wan- t c 

~ debate and put down you r faith. AI r you need to kno"N and :tl T 

your need to say , tho he may scoff Is "Jesus loves me , this 

know , for the Bib le tells me so" 

The Bible Is the wrItten r ev31atlon of God . It was not 

found under some rock or bu rl ed In some hill s ide written In 

God ' s hand . wasn't dictated to Davi d or to Moses or to Ho~ea 

or to Ma r k or to Paul. The writers wer e Inspired by God ·0 

wr ite down revealed truths about God and humanity and etern:TY. 

The native language of Jesus was not King James English . Th; 

Bible Is not a science book . no r Is It an encyclopedIa , nor Is 

it an answer book, and It certa inly Is not a weapon. 

The Bib le Is s imply , yet div inely , a ca rri er of messa~es . 

And the central mess~ge Is "God Loves" The Bible assu r es L.3 

of God's love for Ab raham , for Moses , for David , for Ezekle:, 

for Obadiah , fo r all thei r klnsfolks , friends and enemies . 

The Bible tells us of the love of Christ for those he ce,e 

to save as wei J as for those who came to crucify him . And el I 

th r u the centuri es of t rans latlons ,of commentaries ,ot deJa~;e, 

the 81 b' e br I ngs the same message to you and to me tlJ esus bve: 

And because we know this , we know that God loves . 

Never before has there been so much scholarly work been done 

in studying the Bib le . Never betore has there been so much 



debate. We throw around words and phrases I ike Inerrant , -I 
exeges i s , form criticism, lIteral, verbal inspiration , "In the 

Greek" and so on and on. There I s Immense va Iue to honest 

and responsble biblical scholarship and positive debate. But all 

that value Is ~f nothing If the simple statement of faith "Jesus 

loves me" is not the final conclusion . 

3. Little ones to him belong. Leith Miller tells of an 

out=golng 40 year old woman who was a part of a sharing group 

he led. She told this story: "When r was small ft_ my parents 

dIed and I went to an orphanage . No one seemed to want me , but 

I longed to be adopted and loved by a family. waIted a long 

time. Then one day I heard to head of the or phange say that a 

family was com i ng to take me home with them. [ was so excited 

that I jumped up and down and cried. The matron rem l ned me that 

I would be on trial on that this was not i necessarily a penman­

ent arrangement , but I just knew It would be. So I went with 

the family and started to school. I was the happ iest little 

gi rl that you could Imagine and life began to open up for me a 

little. But then one day a few months later r skIpped home 

from school and ran In the front door of the house . No one .as 

home , but there In the middle of the frort hall was my battered 

old suitcase. As stood there and looked at the suitcase, It 

slow ly dawned on me what It meant . I did not belong here any 

more" 

Then the woman went on o?lnd said: "This happened ~o me 7 



before t was 13 yea rs o ld. But don ' t cry for me , fo r It ~as 
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experiences l ike that that brought me to God . When I I~/~ we~ 

having so much trouble f i nd ing a sense of be longing fr:Jm 

human be ings , I was dri ven to God , and there I "ound ·.. 1o!­

had a lways longed for - a place . " 

':' Llttle ones to him be long" We be long to Chr isT : There­

fore , we be long to God . Our wo rth comes from God . Becaus: WE 

belong to him, we a re specia l. loved , accepted , never to be 

reJected . 

• 4. "They are weak but he Is strong" lance Rei~z= I , 

Wh i le a membe r of the Dal las Cowboys footba l l tean was a - ­

rested on the cha rge of Indecent exposu re. tn his au-~~ I ~= 

graphy , he te ll s what a trenendous emot iona l t rauma he ~~n+ 

t r hu as be batt led his Il lness . . a weakness he had TO "ac~ a· ' 

dea l with . Afte r his arrest , Rentze l was concer ned a:ou~ 

emba r rassIng his team mates and hurt ing team morale . The 

news media had made a big deal of the Inc ident . later Re,t ­

ze l was re leased fnom cust ody . One even i ng as the Tea~ ~et 

fo r a strategy sess Ion Rent ze l stood up and tried to ex ­

ptaln his prob lems , his embar rassment , and how he feare: he 

would smear t he teams name . He stood before the enTire -ee~, 

apolog ized and began to weep . No one spoke , Later the I 'gh-z 

we put out as the team began to study f i lms . Then an Ir.=re: -

Ible 	t hi ng bappened , and Rentze l tell s It li ke thi s : 

"A hand grabbed my shou I der , a huge hand , and It 1e 1; 0·. 



supportlvely , and then , f rom the other side , a t~on the arm, 

then again. The room was da r k and the coach was ta l kIng , but 

there was a shuffling and a sound of scr apIng chai rs as one af ­

te r another they moved to make contact with me . They wanted to 

convey the unspoken message : ' we 're with you '. I wondered how 

I cou ld have doubted t hem . I know one thing , " II never forget 

that moment". 

Rentzel found st rength in the f rank admission of hi s weak­

ness . And i n that d i ff icu lt ~ri~1 moment he found the strong 

support of others . Hi s team mates responded to hIm as a chu rch , 

reach ing out to support a broken member to bri ng him back Into 

the ir home c irc le. 

Have you ever fe l t that hand on your shou lder? That tap on 

your arm? A support ive touch to let you know that In spite of 

you r weaknesses you are loved? t have . Jesus did . And so have 

you . 

Jesus experi enced weakness. He was not bor n some superman 

or ghostly figu re who never suffered . Read the temptat ion 

story. Reac ll the t ime when t he d i seased mob crowded him want­

Ing to fe l I hi s hea li ng touch. He sa id : "Heal yourse lves" . 

Remember Gethsamane? " Lor d, I don ' t want to dIe". But Jesus 

was strong . In every oovnent of weakness he leaned upon the 

str ength of his heaven ly Father. He fe l t a hand upon hi s 

shou lder . We a re not li ke Jesus because we wIll not so frank l y 

adm it our weaknesses . And we wi l l not depend on God so 



comep lete ly . We f ight tears , bite our l ips , repress our fe~ l­

Ings , hide our fai lures . and evade our weaknesses . 6) 
Jesus lea r ned to be strong by acknowledging his weakness:s 

and r e ly ing on a greater st rengt h. We need t o "go and do 

l ikewise" Only by fac i ng ou r weaknesses wi I I we ever be 

ab le to ful ly comprehend the st r ength of God as revealed Ir 

Jesus Chr ist. 

Jesus loves me this I know 

For t he Bible te ll s me so 

l itt le ones to hIm be long 

They a re weak but he Is strong . 


